
November       Issue 11/09 

The aim of the trial was to find the most effective 
herbicide mixes for control of Stinging nettles 
Urtica uren in local conditions.  The treatments 
selected were mixes that the agronomists had 
tried in the local area, with varying degrees of 
success. 
The trial site was at Willow Tree and was se-
lected for its history of large dense patches of 
stinging nettles.  Treatments were applied post 
emergent to stinging nettles when the majority of 
weeds were 10cm tall.  Pre-spray assessment 

indicated that there was an average of 172 plants/m2 over the trial area. There was no difference between Roundup PowerMax (RPM) 
at 2.0 L/ha and RPM at 1.2 L/ha mixed with other herbicides, 5 and 8 days after application (DAA).  As expected, Spray.seed 250 at 
2.0 L/ha gave the quickest brownout of all the herbicide treatments 
5 and 8 (DAA) with 65 and 81.7%.  However, many of the larger 
plants survived the leaf burn and began to regrow by 15DAA. On 
the final assessment 28DAA, RPM + Surpass 475 gave the great-
est control (95.3%), along with RPM + Ally (92.3%) and RPM + 
Starane Advance + Surpass 475 (86.3%), there was no significant 
difference between any of these treatments. Cost wise, RPM + Ally 
was the most cost effective at approximately $8.25/ha, however 
you are limited due to a plant back period for non-imidazolinone 
tolerant crops from 9 months for canola and chickpeas to 14 
months for sorghum.  If these crops are in your upcoming rotation 
using RPM + Surpass 475 at a cost of $15.85/ha may be a better 
option. 
A full trial report will be available on the Pursehouse rural website, 
PHR will also be holding a Trial results afternoon prior to Christ-
mas, with guest speakers and trial updates. Contact Melissa Quinn 
on 0428 668 341 for further details. 

Control of stinging nettles in fallow 

N
o. Treatment  

Product 
Rate 

mL/ha  
(Cost$/ha) 

Average % control  
5DAA 

14/09/09 
8DAA 

17/09/09 
15DAA 

24/09/09 
28DAA 

07/10/09 

1 Untreated Control  0 0     c 0        d 0       d 0 
      
d 

2 
Roundup Powermax 
(RPM) 

2000 
$12.40 

10.0   bc 25.0   bc 36.7   b 64.3   b 

3 RPM + Surpass 475  
1200 + 1000 

$15.85 
18.3   b 43.3   b 85.0 a 95.3 a 

4 
RPM + Starane 
Advance  

1200 + 300 
$15.85 

11.7   bc 28.3   bc 48.3   b 66.7   b 

5 
RPM + Surpass 475 + 
Starane Advance  

1200+ 1000 
+ 300 

$24.25 
18.3   b 40.0    b 68.3 a 86.3 a 

6 RPM + Ally  
1200 + 5g 

$8.25 
13.3   bc 23.3   bc 80.0 a 92.3 a 

7 RPM + Kafe F  
1200 + 500 

$28.30 
7.3   bc 13.3     cd 16.7   c 49.0     c 

8 
Spray.seed 250 + 
Spreadwet 1000  

2000 + 
(120ml/100L)  

$35.85 
65.0 a 81.7 a 76.7 a 67.7   b 

p value 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

LSD (5% level) 10.24 16.27 13.5 11.92 

Table 1:  (on left) Percent control of stinging net -
tles 5, 8, 15 and 28 days after application.  
 
Means within columns followed by the same letter are 
not significantly different at the 5% level according to 
Least Significant Difference (LSD) test. 
DAA = Days after application 
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The barley demonstration trial site located near Goolhi, west of Mullaley, 
has been harvested, with some pleasing yield results coming from it. 
Overall, it was a high yielding site averaging 4.66 t/ha and planted early 
May into a lighter brown clay/loam soil. The paddock was out of wheat 
from 2008. 
 
The highest yielding variety was Oxford (PlantTech) at 5.4 t/ha, followed 
by Shepherd (AWB Seeds) 4.88 t/ha, and in third place Hindmarsh 
(AWB Seeds) yielding 4.78 t/ha. Oxford is a new variety from PlantTech 
that has good sized grain, is short in stature and has similar maturity to 
Gairdner. It is in its first year of malt evaluation. The commercial barley 
crop surrounding the trial site was Hindmarsh, which averaged 4.5 t/ha. 
 
The majority of varieties made Feed 1 grade. The % of screenings were 
low, most below 2%, protein all below 10% and test weight all below 65 
kg/hl. During the growing season most varieties took on low levels of 
spot form net blotch and applications of insecticide for aphid control was 
necessary. 
 
For further information on all of the trials please contact your local 
Pursehouse Rural agronomist. 
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The wheat demonstration site located just north of Mullaley was har-
vested on the 20th of November averaging 4.27 t/ha. The paddock was 
long fallowed out of sorghum last summer. 
 
The highest yielding variety was Crusader (Pacific Seeds) at 5.17 t/ha, 
second was Gascoigne HRZ 02.2.15 (AWB Seeds) at 5.01 t/ha and third 
was EGA Eaglehawk (PlantTech) at 4.68 t/ha. 
 
There were low levels of barley yellow dwarf virus in all varieties. Dis-
ease was prevented, (namely stripe rust) with two applications of fungi-
cide, Folicur and Prosaro. 
 
Of the Durum varieties, Caparoi gave the highest yield at 4.42 t/ha. An-
other trial located nearby saw Caparoi along side Bellaroi in a side by 
side trial. Caparoi yielded 4.76 t/ha, with Bellaroi 502 kg/ha behind at 
4.24 t/ha. Caparoi had superior test weight and lower screening than the 
Bellaroi.  
 
Caparoi is a new durum variety from AWB Seeds with high yield poten-
tial and a medium maturity. Its grain quality is similar to Jandaroi and 
superior to Wollaroi. Caparoi’s excellent lodging resistance and erect 
semi-dwarf plant type make it highly suitable for irrigation. 

Winter and summer crop demonstration trial results from this year and previous years can be found on t he Pursehouse  
Rural website, www.pursehouserural.com.au 

In the 2008/09 season there was widespread crop injury in some areas and in some 
cases serious crop damage. Data collated by Cotton Australia during the 2008/09 sea-
son indicated damage to cotton crops was just under $10 million with a total 741ha of 
crops were abandoned due to heavy damage after multiple spray drift events (Oct 2009, 
Cotton Australia, Briefing background). 
 
In our August issue we explored spray drift and phenoxy herbicide dangers in summer 
spray programs. Management procedures such as application methods to reduce spray 
drift and climatic conditions to reduce chance of inversion risk are key tools to help re-
duce the incidence of crop damage.  
 
Cotton Australia along with Nufarm, CRDC and GRDC have introduced a mapping tool 
to improve communication between growers, their employees, neighbours, consulting 
agronomists and spray contractors (Figure 1). Available at (www.cottonmap.com.au) it 
allows growers to add in their cotton fields and location giving accessibility to those ap-
plying phenoxy herbicides over the summer period. Also available from cotton Australia 
is a template letter for neighbour notification of phenoxy herbicide sensitive crops in their 
location (http://www.cottonaustralia.com.au/toolkit/phen 
Oxyherbicides/). 
 
It is important to promote the use of cotton maps as the quality of information received 
rely on individual growers inserting their crops. Farmers, managers, resellers, consult-
ants, agronomists, applicators and contractors are all encouraged to enter their crops. 
The Cotton Map website will operate from 1 September to 30 April on an annual basis.           
 
For more information contact your local Pursehouse Rural branch. 

Pictured right: Figure 1 Example of cotton fields e ntered into cottonmap.com.au 
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