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Zee I hate the obituaries section after Christmas.

1. Designed specifically to protect your stock and keep feral animals out, Stocksafe-T Longlife range is ideal for horses,
dog yards and house fencing .A fence design with tight picket spacing and the added security of a bottom barb wire will
assist in deterring feral animals. As Stocksafe-T is a ‘rigid’ prefabricated wire product, it is more suited to smaller enclo-
sures and shorter strains.

2. When building an electric fence, consider Longlife Blue Wire. The coating on this wire product is conductive and is rec-

ommended by Waratah for electric fencing.

This vaonths specials

Sadly, all good things must come to an end. After 32 years
of service to DFC Rural and now Pursehouse Rural, Bob
Poulton has decided family time and more importantly 4
camping and fishing is a far better option than accounting. ‘
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Bob has been an integral and well respected member of our
staff and a friend to us all. Bob will be greatly missed by his
work mates, growers and suppliers.

Bob officially leaves Friday 11" December. All the best for
the future Bob.
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RAGE SORGHUN SELECTION AND PASTURE PROV

When selecting a forage sorghum to plant this summer, you will firstly need to know which type of production unit you are locking into. For example,
Beef, Milk, Hay, Sheep or Silage. For beef production purposes you may need to look at a Sorghum/Sudan, Sweet Sorghum/Sweet Sudan or Sudan/
Sweet Sorghum cross. Forage sorghum can produce 4t/ha of dry matter within 50 days of planting. However if the forage is not used at the ideal stage
or is allowed to continually grow, can produce a large amount of low quality feed. Ideal grazing may occur when the crop is in the 80 to 100cm height
range. Feed quality will be of poorer quality as the crop grows taller and animal performance will be reduced. Grazed at the early growth stage, bullocks
with a live weight of 250 to 400 kg can achieve 0.7 to 1.1kg/day gain. A grain based feed supplement may be needed to achieve the higher weight gains
with beef cattle grazing after the ideal stage. Suitable varieties for beef production are Sweet Jumbo LPA, Sugargraze, Nectar, Megasweet, Cow-Pow,
Betta-Graze, Revolution, Supreme and Everlush.

For hay production purposes the genetic type would need to be a Sudan/Sudan, Sorghum/Sudan or Sudan/Sweet Sorghum cross. The chosen forage
variety should have a high yield potential, have a rapid dry down time, no thick stems, good crop regrowth traits and the added flexibility of time when
cutting to reduce rapid quality deterioration. The time to cut will depend on the gquantity and quality of the hay required. Maximum quality cut may be
achieved when the crop is in the young vegetative stage of 1.0 to 1.3 metres in height. Early cutting of thinner stems will allow easier conditioning,
smaller windrows and faster drying. The optimum time for cutting is in the morning, allowing the cut plants to fully wilt before nightfall and not use valu-
able plant sugars. Superdan 2, Pacific BMR, Nectar, Betta-Graze, Cow-Pow, Revolution, Lush and Everlush would be the varieties of choice.

The forage sorghum genetic type for silage production is a Sorghum/Sorghum, Sweet Sorghum/Sweet Sorghum, Sudan/Sweet Sorghum or a Sor-
ghum/Sudan cross. Where corn silage is unavailable to feedlots an alternative sweet sorghum silage is often sort; especially in the drier areas. Silage
sorghum hybrids are proving to be good yielders, matching or improving on the metabolising energy levels and contain higher percentage protein levels
as well. The agronomic traits required for a sweet sorghum silage variety are drought tolerance, shutdown ability, good recovery time and ensiling abil-
ity. Ideal varieties for this type of production are Chopper, Sugargraze, Nectar, Sweet Jumbo LPA, Graze-n-Sile, Megasweet, Cow-Pow, Revolution,
Choice, Everlush and Hunnigreen. For round bale or wrap silage requirements varieties such as Betta-Graze, Megasweet, Cow-Pow, Revolution, Su-
preme, Everlush and Hunnigreen are best suited.

Nutrition; It is necessary to have a soil with well balanced fertility, good moisture profile levels and water holding capacity. High levels of nitrogen will
ensure high protein, fast regrowth and quick recovery after grazing or cutting. The end result would be optimum regrowth and a high value feed. Split
applications of the nitrogen fertiliser are recommended so that forage production can be tailored to suit seasonal conditions, moisture profiles and re-
quirements. 50kg/ha of Nitogen preplant and at sowing time a good quality starter fertiliser with a high Phosphorous analysis plus other essential nutri-
ents if required. Top dressing with an additional 50kg of Nitrogen per hectare will maintain [ —
productivity and top quality feed. . )

Pasture improvement is the process of developing country to increase the nutritional value | Christmas Trading Hours
and performance of pasture grasses and legumes. These can take the form of fertiliser
applications, blade ploughing, oversowing and direct drilling into established pastures or
by preparing a fully cultivated seed bed. Why do it? Well an increase in production of bet-
ter quality feed, higher stock carrying capacity, increase in weight gains, improved calving ‘
and lambing percentages, turnoff stock on time or before, improving ground cover, soil
fertility and soil structure, restores degraded land, improves pasture genetics,f arm profit-
ability and lessens the need for property expansion.

Legumes can be an excellent way to provide a good nitrogen source for grass pastures J
and improve yield potential. Legumes also provide a good source of protein and quality H
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(Boxing Day) - CLOSED
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which in turn improves the overall productivity of pastures. Grass only pastures over time,
with long term grazing, often decline in soil fertility and paddock protein. These factors are
very noticeable in drought conditions and hard winter months. Live weight gains and carry-
ing capacity decline over time. Grass and legume pastures provide sustainable dry matter
and soil nitrogen levels.

A sustainable pasture mix for beef cattle production could be 70% grass content including ‘
Katambora Rhodes, Gatton and Bambatsii panic, plus 30% legume/medic content made
up of Lucerne, Barrel and Snail medic, plus Burgudy Bean. Seed coating is recommended \
for such a pasture mix. Legumes should be pre-inoculated for good nodulation and opti-
mum nitrogen fixation. A fungicide and insecticide treatment to guard against soil born
diseases and insect attack prior to coleoptile emergence is also recommended. A combi-l5c— - o o o o o ot o0 oo
nation of Nitrogen, Phosphorous and Potassium and other trace elements is recom-

mended on the seed to ensure the best possible start to your improved pasture and beef

production plan.

For further information on how to improve your forage sorghum, or develop your next pas-
ture crop, please contact your nearest Pursehouse Rural Branch.

Friday 1st January
(New Year's Day) - CLOSED

Saturday 2nd January - CLOSED

Normal trading hours will apply on all
other days in all stores
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