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In 2010 Pursehouse Rural will be planting the following 
variety trials to compare varieties grown on the Darling 
Downs: 
 

· 2 x barley trials. One in the Clifton/Allora region and 
one around Pittsworth/Brookstead area. 

· 2 x chickpea trials. One in the Clifton/Allora region 
and one in the Pittsworth/Brookstead area. 

· 2 x wheat trials. One in the Clifton/Allora region and 
one around Pittsworth/Brookstead area. 

 

In trial progress so far…….. 
· 10th of May Pursehouse Rural planted a barley trial 

on Wally Holcolmbe and Mark Platell’s property at 
Ryeford. The barley has emerged and received 15 
mm of rain last week.  

· 11th May Pursehouse Rural planted a chickpea trial 
at Brad Esson’s property “Wyangula.” The soil was 
a little dry on top so the chickpeas were planted 
deeper, closer to the moisture. A storm came over 
while we were planting and dropped 15 mm of rain 
on the trial. Chickpeas have germinated though not 
yet emerged. 

 
The rest of the trials will hopefully be planted in early June 
after some planting rain. Mark Coughran from Queensland 
Machinery Agency in conjunction with Vaderstad have 
been kind enough to supply a 3 metre planter and have 
been helping  plant the trials.  
 
The aim of our trials is to demonstrate the current varieties  
on the market and any new material coming through. Field 
Days will be held later in the year to show the farmers the 
outcomes of the season using the data we will be collect-
ing along the way, as well as to show farmers what each 
variety looks like compared to the one next door. The idea 
behind trial work is to bring our clients better information 
relative to their farms and region. 
 
Thanks to all the seed, chemical and fertiliser companies 
who have supplied products to assist with our trials. With-
out their support it would be not possible to do these trials.  
Lastly thanks to the trial coordinators who were willing to 
give us some land to plant our trials. It is vital for our trial 
program to go forward and be successful for the future. 
If you would like to organise a visit throughout the season, 
please contact your nearest Pursehouse Rural branch. 
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Grain producers are generally trying to find ways to lower 
production costs and rightly so. One area often considered 
is planting farmer saved seed from the previous years crop 
that has been stored on farm. 
 
Initially when considering seed for the season ahead, a 
farmer will compare the price of purchasing professionally 
grown private or public varieties with farmer dressed seed. 
This often appears highly attractive. Often there are risks 
associated with farmer saved seed that can result in 
higher production costs.  
 
The risks of using farmer retained seed needs to be con-
sidered carefully. Seed quality is the critical issue, with all 
professionally grown seed of both public and private varie-
ties having passed both field inspection and seed testing 
standards. These standards include tests for variety purity, 
cleanliness from certain weed seed, freedom from other 
crop seeds and certain diseases (like loose smut). In addi-
tion to these standards, most commercial seeds have 
been treated with an adequate fungicide to control seed 
borne and seedling diseases.  
 
Germination potential of some small grain seeds can in 
some years be reduced because of adverse weather con-
ditions during grain development or during the harvest pe-
riod. Most professionally grown seed however will normally 
exceed 90% germination. Pursehouse Rural strongly en-
courages their clients to consider running farm retained 
seed through accredited seed testing laboratories prior to 
the decision to plant. If for any reason the standards are 
not met serious consid-
eration should be given 
to purchasing profession-
ally handled seed that 
meet’s all of the above 
criteria.  
 
Do not be discouraged 
from asking for a full 
seed analysis upon the 
purchase of any farm 
seed inputs. To organize 
your seed testing, please 
contact your Pursehouse 
Rural agronomist. 
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Have you Checked your Boomspray Lately? 

 When was the last time you 

calibrated your boomspray? Or more 

correctly, when was the last time you 

checked your nozzle outputs? And 

have you checked every nozzle’s 

output across the boom width? Noz-

zles more than a couple years old 

can become significantly worn, es-

pecially if the boomspray has ap-

plied a lot of product such as 

atrazine which has the ability to rap-

idly degrade nozzle quality and out-

put. To determine the output of your 

nozzles, pump water through the 

boom and set the boom at a certain 

pressure. Working along the boom, 

place a jug under each individual nozzle and time for one minute the output of that nozzle. Measure the output over the 

one minute and refer to a nozzle flow chart to compare theoretical and actual nozzle output. For example; an XR11002 

nozzle operating at 3 bar should have an output of 0.79lt/nozzle/min. If the actual output is lower than the theoretical 

output, the boom lines/filters may be blocked, alternatively if the actual output is higher than the theoretical output the 

nozzle is most likely worn, costing you through in-

creased chemical costs, uneven application, poor spray 

patterns, and lost time in more regular refills whilst 

spraying. 

  

 Nozzle selection is also important as the correct 

nozzle should be selected for each spray job. The 

Group I Herbicide 2,4-D in all its forms (e.g. Surpass 

475, Amicide 625, etc.) now has a stipulation that appli-

cation must be made with a coarse to very coarse drop-

let size to reduce the risk of off-target drift and volatili-

sation. The Air Induction TeeJet (AI) nozzle and the 

Turbo TeeJet Induction (TTI) nozzle are both able to 

produce this required droplet spectrum over a range of 

differing boom pressures. Both the AI and TTI nozzle 

are recommended for 2,4-D spraying to reduce the as-

sociated risks when spraying 2,4-D. For help with cali-

brating your boomspray, access to nozzle flow charts, 

and nozzle selection for spray jobs, call in to your local 

Pursehouse Rural branch today. 
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Pittsworth Ph. (07) 4693 2477 Fax. (07) 4693 2345 
 

Ben McIntyre    0429 932 4777 
Peter Denning    0458 285 409 
Nick Park     0428 618 570 
Jeff Stone     0429 931 376 
 
Melrose Ph. (07) 4693 0188 Fax. (07) 4693 0187 
 

Ian Farrel      0428 930 188 
Michael Fing     0448 633 744 
 
Allora Ph. (07) 4666 3290 Fax. (07) 4666 3530 
 

John Chandler    0428 663 290 
Andrew Jakins    0429 042 942 
Russell Hughes    0427 717 774 
Wayne Frizzell    0427 093 881 
 
Clifton Ph. (07) 4612 3555 Fax. (07) 4612 3599 
 

Leon Gillespie    0458 255 881 
 

www.pursehouserural.com.au 

 


