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Pursehouse Rural ventured to Farmfest for the first time this year with sausages, steaks and cooks in tow. Clients new 
and old were welcomed into the PHR tent between June 1st and 3rd for a drink and steak sandwich with staff.  
 

Farmfest was a great success and the perfect occasion to get together with valued clients and their families to thank them 
for their business and support through out the year. It was also a great spot to put the feet up in between inspections of 
the numerous chaser bins, tractors and tools for sale. We look forward to seeing  you all again next year and thank every-
one for coming to say G’Day. 
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 Winter crop is a mixed bag depending on where you are on the Downs at the time of writing. We have barley that is jointing on the high ground, 
to crops just planted, to areas to dry to plant. For those with a crop in the ground, who have managed to get some much needed rain, your attention will 
turn to controlling weeds in crop. There may also be decisions to be made on aphids (which are very active at the moment) and diseases in August.   
 Last season was a reminder that broadleaf weed control in winter is generally straightforward. When controlling wild oats, climatic conditions 
can play havoc with results. The need to observe the weather conditions just prior to and after the intended spray date is imperative for a successful 
outcome. Last season was the toughest conditions experienced for wild oat control that we have seen. From failures on low lying areas to being just 
acceptable on higher ground. This was mainly due to a series of frosts, (see Table1) on the back of some very light falls of rain over a week, before the 
end of a dry July. Generally a lot of winter spraying tends to be done in the following conditions. We have a dry spell where crops and weeds begin to 
struggle. Some rain is received, generally light but enough to freshen plants up. The weather  clears, the south west wind drops and we are left with 
very cold clear nights and pleasant cool to warm days. It feels ideal during the day, as the data in Table 1 shows, to go spraying.  However, look at the 
frost conditions overnight on the back of little rain and we can have problems. 
 
So what did we learn from last years experience wit h 
wild oats? 
 
· If you have poor conditions don’t spray. Avoid 

frosts and plant stresses. If they are only just fair 
conditions split the wild oat and broadleaf prod-
ucts and do two passes 10 days apart. Antago-
nism from the broadleaf products is exacerbated 
in poor conditions. 

· If you are intent on one pass, leave if it is not too 
advanced and monitor weather using forecasts 
and predictive tools like Spraywise® because the 
following week may improve. 

Following on, improve control by selecting Axial® which is 
more robust then Topik® as the tank mix partner to use 
over wheat. 
 
For further information contact your local 
Pursehouse Rural Agronomist. 

 
When doctors have to get a diagnosis on your health they sometimes ask for a blood test. Plant tissue testing is a similar, albeit less complex, analysis 
of the health of a plant. The soil test can show you what’s there for the plant, just as looking at the diet of a person does. However and actual test on 
what’s going on inside, through a blood test can tell you what it is or is not getting and how those processes are functioning.  
 
There are suggestions being made that issues in the future of cropping 
and its fertiliser requirements will come from some of our minor and 
trace elements the longer we continue to farm our soils– particularly if 
they are not being replaced in the system. It will also mean a more 
crowded market of people trying to sell those elements in an already 
busy market place. Somebody telling you that their product has worked 
wonders down the road or nice motherhood statements of what your 
plants might be lacking does not always gel.  
 
The plant can show signs of what’s wrong with it, just as a patient in 
front of a doctor can. Agronomists can use that visual to diagnose and 
give a recommendation that can be reasonably accurate. When the 
issue involved becomes a little more complex, testing and monitoring 
may be required to fine tune that recommendation. Putting out some 
product to see if it will do something is not great science and expensive 
when there is no result. Tissue testing does involve more then ripping 
off leaves. It needs to be done at certain growth stages and as consis-
tently as possible taken both in the day and in its irrigation cycle. The 
tissue must also be handled correctly. 
 
What are the limitations? Most crops have had tissue test result tables 
from years of calibration. One glaring omission is Mungbeans. Given 
they continue to have a place in cropping on the Downs it is going to be 
important to start collecting data to form accurate tables. Testing can 
sometimes be done to late on crops to rectify a deficiency. Elements 
such as zinc need to in the plant early to maintain good plant growth.  
However, later testing is probably important in a monitoring program for 
following crops.  
 
Another important tissue is the grain or seed itself. In the years to come 
there will be more reliance on this for monitoring elements such as sul-
phur. Europe has been doing grain testing successfully for many years 
and uncovered ‘hidden hungers’ with sulphur through such analysis. 
Generally speaking, a plant tissue test can isolate the one factor that 
will improve the cropping potential. For further information contact your 
local Pursehouse Rural Agronomist.  
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® Axial and Topik are registered trademarks of Syngenta  Spraywise is a registered trademark of Nufarm

Table 1. Source: Daily Observations Oakey Airport BOM Website. 


