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Throughout the winter months, spray quality is important when using agricultural protection products where coverage be-
comes very critical for good results. These days, fallow spraying is practically all completed using a coarse nozzle. 
Coarse nozzles do have their limitations when it comes to chickpea disease control. This limitation starts with protectant 
fungicides for prevention of the disease ascochyta in chickpeas. The two products we use on chickpeas, mancozeb and 
chlorothalonil, form a barrier on the leaf and branch surfaces protecting them from the disease. With a coarse rated noz-
zle at 35 litres/ha adequate coverage is not possible. Likewise, controlling grasses such as Phalaris that is being seen this 
winter in crop, will be compromised by the same set up. While coverage with coarse droplets can be overcome by more 
water, it may be a better fit for a medium quality nozzle. 
 
Contact chemistry such as paraquat or methomyl requires excellent coverage in a farm management system. For exam-
ple, if you have fleabane to control, paraquat is likely to be included in the system as a “double knock”. In some pulse 
crops and sorghum, methomyl still has a fit for controlling heliocoverpa as it has a short withholding period. Many other 
insecticides need to be ingested and again good coverage and penetration into the crop is necessary for good results. 
Metolachlor and atrazine respond to increased coverage. Given increasing grass pressure in many fields, it is important to 
get the best out of these products. 
 
If you are thinking of spray nozzles and require advice please give us a call as we carry a large range of spraying sys-
tems, hardi and agrotop spray nozzles, nozzle bodies and many other spraying spares at the Pittsworth branch. 
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Pursehouse Rural now supplies Panorama Swags through all 
stores and on display in Pittsworth.  
 

Pursehouse Rural also now stock the extensive Saddlery 
Trading Company products. Everything you need for your 
horse including rugs, halters, lead ropes, whips & lots, lots 
more!  
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Better Bites Dog Food 20kg  
$26 Inc GST 

 

Mitavite Breeda 20kg  
$21.50 Inc GST 

 

Ausmectin Cattle Pour On 5L  
$390 Inc GST 

 

Premium Blue Baling Twine 2 x 1500m 
$65 Inc GST 

 

20% off Hydraulic Hose & Fittings for July 
& August – Clifton Branch Only  

(No Labour Charge)�
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 It can be a real mixed bag in farming as we are all aware. The starting soil moisture in a lot of our coverage area 
has been the best we have seen leading into and half way through a winter period for a long time. This winter season 
has had some headaches in relation to getting the seed into the ground, at the optimal planting time and with the right 
soil tilth. In general though, follow up showers have created a satisfactory seed bed. It will be old hat to some growers 
and new territory for others with a larger than average area planted to chickpeas this year. Disease and insect manage-
ment practices for chickpeas are still of paramount importance when striving for optimal yields. Even with the advent of 
varieties that have a much higher disease profile careful monitoring is important. 
 The major and one of the most devastating vegetative disease’s of chickpeas, is ascochyta blight  (photo from 
left). An outbreak of ascochyta can rapidly disperse throughout the crop from an early growth stage passing from leaf to 
stem to pods in quick succession and bringing with it high plant mortality within a paddock. Symptoms of ascochyta  may 
be easily confused with other problems such as physiological spotting (environmental), frost ghosting on leaf margins, 
some viral disease’s and possible herbicide damage. Chickpea paddocks, irrespective of variety or climatic conditions, 
should be monitored regularly for any sign of disease outbreaks so that control methods can be implemented immedi-
ately. If a regular preventative fungicide spray programme has been set in place and is being followed, do not assume 
that an outbreak of this disease can not still occur and that some form of curative fungicide may be required.  
 Although other insect species can at times require control, Helicoverpa  armigera (Heliothis), (photo middle) re-
mains the biggest threat to chickpeas. Crops require inspection at least twice a week from the commencement of flower-
ing through to grain fill and at times through to maturity. Excellent choices in chemical and biological control methods are 
available to the grower but early detection and timing are critical to the percentage control achieved when targeting this 
pest. The time constraints or staff shortages often placed on the modern farmer can determine the level of management 
that a particular crop may receive. Pursehouse Rural understand that this is often the case and as such offer the services 
of well trained and experienced agronomists to help the grower manage their crops and maximize production.  
 Chickpea paddock monitoring, crop reporting and pesticide recommendations can be carried out over a full crop 
season by PHR agronomists for a set per/ha fee, please contact your local PHR representative to discuss this service.  
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Agracom is a long established grain marketing and commodity 
trading business based in Quirindi on the Liverpool Plains of 
NSW.  The company is an active buyer and supplier of all grains, 
oilseeds and pulses including sorghum, maize, wheat, barley, ca-
nola, sunflowers, soybeans, fababeans, chickpeas, lupins, triticale 
and oats. Established in 1981 Agracom is wholly Australian owned 
with a strong reputation as a professional accumulator and reliable 
supplier of grain commodities.  
The company is pleased to announce that Tony Larkham  has 
joined Agracom as a grain trader based in Queensland. Tony’s 
appointment is part of the company’s strategy of steadily expand-
ing its grain accumulation and domestic marketing business. Agra-
com’s strong balance sheet and conservative trading parameters 
readily support expansion of its trading base into Queensland, in 
close association with the Pursehouse Rural and Ag and Vet Agri-
business Services. 
Tony has almost 15 years experience in the domestic grain trad-
ing industry and combined with Agracom reputation and business 
systems will result in Agracom being able to professionally service 
Queensland growers with competitive prices, reliable logistics and 
on time payments. 
 

Contact details for Tony Larkham are: Telephone: 0754652400 
Mobile: 0429462019        Email: tony.larkham@agracom.com.au 
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