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As promised from the September newsletter this article looks at the benefits of composting manure compared to  
incorporating raw or aged manure. This would be to retain its nitrogen content and avoid stinking out the  
neighbours. 
 

Unfortunately composted manure has been compared with raw or aged manures in terms of their nutrient content 
and of course the latter will win hands down. The agricultural economist can easily make compost look very ex-
pensive. However it’s not comparing apples with apples and raw or aged manure has to be compared with bagged 
fertilizers. Compost, if made properly, is both biologically complex and a source of humus which is central to soil 
fertility. The ability of humus to hold onto nutrients and water in the soil is fundamental to maintaining stable agri-
cultural production systems. Put some high clay content in the soil with reasonable humus levels, such as those 
on much of the Downs, and you get the most productive soils in the world: Compost needs to be seen as an am-
eliorant not a fertilizer source. 
 

Currently on the Downs composting of cotton trash has been going on for some time and there is access to small 
amounts of composted manure on the Downs. The former is limited by supply and its usage concentrated to areas 
around the cotton gins. 
 

Despite this, compost would be very beneficial to areas of poor fertility, low crop production, and on the Downs 
these more often then not are light textured soils with low potassium, moderate exchangeable sodium levels and 
very low humus levels. 
 

Compost can be an advantage over aged manure by firstly avoiding incorporation, maintaining a zero till system. 
Secondly, composting reduces salt effects of manures as well as those in the soil; humus is a great soil buffer. 
Finally, you would be adding some “life” to the soil that was previously lost from the system and improves the ca-
pacity to grow healthy plants. 
 

So is any one doing it and is it working?  We have a limited first hand experience but that will change as some 
growers with access to their own manure begin the process of composting seeing if the effort and cost improves 
crop production sufficiently to generate that magic word profit. We will keep you posted. Lastly we reiterate that 
raw or aged manures have a place on the farm as long as this is compared to bagged fertilizer. For further infor-
mation, contact your local Pursehouse Rural branch or agronomist. 

Allora Pittsworth Oakey Clifton 
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Source: www.bom.gov.au 
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With some recent though not widespread storm rain activity on the inner Darling Downs over the last month, we have 
seen some very sporadic summer crop plantings take place. Those with enough moisture to achieve an adequate crop 
germination and seedling establishment will need to monitor the usual suspects in relation to cropping pests. Already 
there has been some exposure to what may be considered a minor and irregular visitor to our cropping areas with re-
ported cutworm damage to newly emerged grain sorghum crops. There are several species of cutworms that attack a 
wide range of vegetable, field and cereal crops in Queensland. The younger larvae of this pest tend to climb young plants 
and eat holes in the leaf or can graze on the whole leaf causing a ragged appearance; this may be confused with army-
worm or heliothis damage at times. Larger larvae will commonly cut through the stem of seedling plants at ground level 
and feed on the plant material. They will also feed on the plant below ground level, often destroying all evidence within 
the affected plant row. Cutworms will feed at night with small irregular shaped areas of damaged crop appearing quickly 
when populations are high. Common seed treatments such as Cruiser and Gaucho, do not give seedling protection 
against cutworm. Therefore, cutworm should be controlled when warranted with soil drenches or in furrow insecticide ap-
plications. Chemical control may be necessary when there is a rapidly increasing area or proportion of crop damaged. 
Those areas within paddocks that are at a higher risk of potential infestation are where heavy weed burdens may have 
been experienced in preceding fallows. Please consult with your local Pursehouse Rural agronomist before proceeding 
with any in furrow or soil applied insecticide applications, or if you would like a pre-plant paddock assessment of your po-
tential for soil borne insects to be a problem. Pursehouse Rural would also like to take this opportunity to wish all our cus-
tomers and their families a happy New Year with plenty of rain for all in 2010. 

 
And doesn’t it come around quickly! 


