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St John's Wort
St Johnds Wort is spreading throughout Queensl and

the last couple of summers Wort has spread into areas where it has rarely been seen before. Knowing a
bit about the plant will help in controlling the problem.

St J o hn 6 BypaNaum perfaratum, is a yellow flowered woody wee
produce 30,000 sticky seeds which are spread by animals, and can remain viable for thirty years. Wort
causes primary photosensitization in livestock, particularly cattle. This shows up as dermatitis in un-
pigmented skin exposed to light. Solar radiation acts on ingested chemicals contained in the plant, causing
them to transfer energy to surrounding cells. This causes blisters and bleeding around the area.

Control of St Johndés Wort is achievable if an inte
spraying with a broad spectrum spray, such as Glyphosate, is effective but kills grass surrounding the
weed. This decreases competition and creates a bare space for weed seedlings to emerge the following
season.

Boom or spot spraying with a selective chemical, such as Starane Advanced, is more effective as it kills
the weed without harming grass species. This increases competition for germinating seedlings. Using a
product like Starane or Grazon will also give the benefit of residual control.

Late spring is a good time to control St Johnds [Wo
is important to spray them before they set seed.

Improving competition by pasture improvement can help control St Johns wort. A highly productive
summer growing grass like Premier Digit will start growing early in spring, competing for moisture and light,
which should decrease the chance of seedlings surviving. High impact rotational grazing practices with
sheep or goats (as they are more tolerant to

St Johndés Wort) hel p

the selection preasure is spread more
evenly across the species in the pasture.

St Johndéds Wort is mo
country than cropping country, so a paddock
that is thick with wort can be brought into a
cropping phase then sown to a competitive
improved pasture species. This is only
possible if the paddock is arable.

For more information on the control and
management of St Joh

local Pursehouse Agronomist.
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Pittsworth: (07) 4693 2477 W Melrose: (07) 4693 0188 W Allora: (07) 4666 3290
Clifton: (07) 4612 3555 W Warwick: (07) 4661 1688

Visit our website at: www.pursehouse.net.au
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Summer Blowflies & Worms

Last summer was probably the worst sheep blowfly season for nearIY 20 years. With another wet summer upon us
now is the time to seriously think about how to effectively manage blowfly control in your sheep.

One thing that we learnt last year was that very few of the problems were due to chemical resistance. Those which
have been working for the past thirty years still work, and those which have not worked properly for the last thirty
years still aren't working.

For instance Vetrazin still works as well as it did in 1972 but heavy rain such as we saw last summer will wash it out
of the wool and allow flystrike. Clik is extraordinarily effective against flystrike, but it has a very long with-holding
period so that it has to be applied with a view to when the sheep will be shorn or slaughtered rather than waiting for
blowflies to become active.

There are still good chemicals available to control and treat blowfly strike, but we are much better off to be dealing
with the issue before it arises and ends up costing a lot more than if action was taken earlier.

As well as the Blowflies, above average summer rain this year will make worm control very challenging. Its
recommend producers monitor sheep every four to six weeks for the next few months,you can do this by monitoring
sentinel mobs, those similar to other mobs in age, class, drenching and paddock history.

The use of less effective drenches or products that have resistance issues will only create more worm problems and
producers can easily check drench efficacy with a Faecal Egg Count about 2 weeks post drenching.

The more vulnerable sheep - weaners, lambing ewes and rams, should be moved to low-worm risk paddocks, these
paddocks must be kept sheep-free for about three months, depending on the temperature, to allow worm larvae on
pasture to die off in significant numbers.

There are still many good products on the market, and it comes
down to a combination of using the correct product at the correct
time as well as good management ( having clean paddocks to
move stock to).

With the current good sheep prices now is the time to be making
sure your animals are in there best condition and you can
capitalize on every dollar.

For more information contact your local Pursehouse Store.

Pursehouse Pittsworth

Pursehouse Pittsworth has seen changes over the past several months to our staff. We would firstly like to
welcome our newest employee to our Branch i Steve Burke i a local who brings many years experience in
the industry and is looking forward to meeting you.

In addition we would like to welcome back lan Farrell former manager of Melrose after an enjoyable long
service break. lan will now be based at Pittsworth joining our customer service team and also undertaking
our local deliveries, as well as providing his renowned expertise.

We have also farewelled Kerrie Davies after 10 years of excellent assistance to many Pursehouse
branches and customers. We thank Kerrie for the many years dedication and wish her all the best for the
future.

Peter, Steve and lan would like to welcome you to come in or ring us and we will help with all your cropping
requirements. We also wish you a happy and prosperous new year and look forward to dealing with you in
2012.
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