
 
Pursehouse would like to congratulate two valuable clients who have been announced as prestigious crop competition 
winners. Xavier, Heather and Angus Martin of ñBourbahò Mullaley were recently awarded the Australian Mungbean 
Association Production Award for Excellence 2010/2011, and Mick and Angela Wise of ñNettle Topò Mullaley were 
announced winners of the New South Wales Durum Wheat Competition. 
 
The crop of óCrystalô mungbeans grown on the Martins property ñBourbahò along with their proactive approach to farming has 
seen them awarded national crop competition winners. In what was a difficult season for growing mungbeans (Summer 
2010/2011), Xavier, Angela and Angus, along with their Pursehouse agronomist Adam Bensch, were able to produce a crop 
that made the No. 1 Processing grade, and ultimately resulted in national recognition. The Martins, who have extensive 
experience in growing mungbeans, regularly base their cropping rotation around them and continually trial different farming 
practices in order to get more out of their bean crops. 
 
Xavier likes to plan as far in advance as possible to ensure everything is available and ready when required. This is 
particularly important in a crop as fast growing as mungbeans. Close monitoring of the crop and fast action toward issues 
are required, and for this reason, the use of an Australian Mungbean Association (AMA) accredited agronomist is crucial. 
 
Mick and Angela Wise of ñNettle Topò have also received recognition for their outstanding crop, receiving the state honours 
for their durum wheat. The crop of óCaparoiô Durum grown on their farm ñMerindaò, Mullaley received the top honours in New 
South Wales, in what was a very tough growing season. Planted on the 9

th
 June, with pre-plant urea and starter fertiliser at 

sowing, the crop received no in-crop rainfall until mid August, and only one in-crop spray. 
 
Mick is quick to acknowledge the support 
provided by his local Pursehouse 
agronomist, stating the importance of a 
good agronomist to his familyôs competition 
success. Following significant rainfall the 
week the crop matured ready for harvest, it 
still managed to yield an amazing 2.5-2.7t/
ac (6.17-6.67t/ha) dryland, with 12.2% 
protein, however it was downgraded to 
DR9 due to weather damage, leaving Mick 
to question ówhat if it could have been 
harvested one week earlier? 
 
 
Congratulations once again to both farming 
families for excelling in the respective 
crops, and striving to produce sustainable 
and profitable farming systems. For more 
information on these awards, contact your 
local Pursehouse team. 
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Last summer was probably the worst sheep blowfly season for nearly 20 years. With another wet summer upon  us now is the 
time to seriously think about how  to effectively manage blowfly control in your sheep.  

One thing that we learnt last year was that very few of the problems were due to chemical resistance. Those which have been 
working for the past thirty years still work, and those  which have not worked properly for the last thirty years still aren't working. 
For instance Vetrazin still works as well as it did in 1972 but heavy rain such as we saw last summer will wash it out of the wool 
and allow flystrike. Clik is extraordinarily effective against flystrike, but it has a very long with-holding period so that it has to be 
applied with a view to when the sheep will be shorn or slaughtered rather than waiting for blowflies to become active. 
There are still good chemicals available to control and treat blowfly strike, but we are much better off to be dealing with the issue 
before it arises and ends up costing a lot more than if action was taken earlier. 
 
As well as the Blowflies, above average summer rain this year  will make worm control very challenging. Its recommend producers 
monitor sheep every four to six weeks  for the next few months,you can do this by monitoring sentinel mobs, those similar to other 
mobs in age, class, drenching and paddock history. 
The use of less effective drenches or products that have resistance issues  will only create more  worm problems and producers 
can easily check drench efficacy with a Faecal Egg Count about 2 weeks post drenching. 
 
The more vulnerable sheep - weaners, lambing ewes and rams, should 
be moved to low-worm risk paddocks, these paddocks must be kept 
sheep-free for about three months, depending on the temperature, to 
allow worm larvae on pasture to die off in significant numbers. 
 
There are still many good products on the market, and it comes down to 
a combination of using the correct product at the correct time as well as 
good management ( having clean paddocks to move stock to).  
With the current good sheep prices now is the time to be making sure 
your animals are in there best condition and you can capitalize on every 
dollar. 
 
 
For more information contact your local Pursehouse Store. 

Winter Harvest Downgraded  
 

Extensive rainfall throughout November has brought mixed fortunes for the State's farmers, with some 
celebrating the end of harvest and others at a standstill due to flooding. NSW harvest in late November/
Early December was more than 75 per cent complete, perhaps even 80 per cent finished, but most of the 
remainder was weather damaged. 
 
The Department of Primary Industryôs forecasted winter crop production this year to be around 11.23 
million tonnes, down on last yearôs 13.65Mt crop. Wheat, barley and chickpeas have all been downgraded 
as a result of the ongoing rain and the delays in harvest. Gunnedah, Narrabri and Moree have been the 
worst affected and the full extent of crop losses wonôt be known until the flood waters move through the 

river systems.  
 
On the other hand the extensive rainfall has improved  soil 
profiles; that are brimming and the prospects for a bumper 
summer crop continue to improve. Current estimates put 
the summer crop at 687,000 hectares, up around 20% 
from last year. Irrigation water supplies are full and many 
non-traditional cropping regions are turning to summer 
grain and fodder crops to take advantage of the good 
November rains.  
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